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jealous of another female in the herd, longed for vengeance; she al-
lowed herself to die of starvation and was born again in the body
of a queen of Benares. This queen sent a hunter to slay the elephant,
in order to gain possession of his tusks. The hunter, who had cun-
ningly assumed the disguise of a harmless monk, discovered the di-
vine elephant, " like a walking mountain," a little apart from the
herd, near a pool covered with lotuses, and shot him with a poisoned
arrow. The elephant's pain was so great that he was on the point of
killing his enemy; but he restrained himself and even prevented his
herd from trampling upon the hunter. On learning what mission had
been entrusted to the latter, he tore out his own tusks with his bleed-
ing trunk and, quivering with pain, offered them to his tormentor;
at this moment he died, and was reborn in the body of the future
Buddha (Fig. 7).1
The story of the king of the deer belongs to the same type. This
animal lived on the slopes of the Himalayas and was the leader of a
herd numbering five hundred. The King of Benares sent beaters to
surround the whole herd. The king of the deer waited upon him and
obtained the liberation of the captives, on condition that every day
he should send one deer to the shambles at Benares. It so happened
that a hind with young was'chosen to go to the slaughter. Presenting
herself before the king of the deer, she " prostrated herself before
him, kneeling down upon her forelegs, and said: ' Only wait till I
have fawned, and then I will give myself up without a regret.'"
Touched with compassion, the king of the deer took her place and
offered himself up to the King of Benares, who, touched at such mag-
nanimity, renounced his cruel tribute. And the story, as related in
the Sutralamkdra, ends with a few tender stanzas worthy of the leg-
ends of St. Francis: " All these forests and all these woods, all these
springs and all these pools, I give them to the deer, and I forbid any
man to do them harm."
1 Cf, A.Foucher:"The Six-Tusked Elephant," inBeginnirujsof Buddhist Art, p. 185.